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Purpose and Intent 

 

This document is prepared to provide users of approved Traffic Control Plan (TCPs) the 
criteria that the field implementation of their TCPs will be evaluated against.  DDOT will 
periodically inspect work zones to ensure compliance, verify that safety measures are in 
place, and ascertain that the measures conform to the approved MOT/TCP and  criteria 
listed below: 
              

Applicability of the Manual 
 

 
1. ALL TRAFFIC CONTROL SHALL CONFORM TO PART VI OF THE 2009 EDITION 

MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES (MUTCD), DC TEMPORARY 
TRAFFIC CONTROL MANUAL. GUIDELINES AND STANDARDS – 2006 EDITION, DDOT 
DESIGN AND ENGINEERING MANUAL – DC DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 
IPMD.   Adhere to DDOT Standard Specification for Highways and Structures [Gold Book] 
2013.  Reference section 104.02 Maintenance of Traffic, 603. Guardrails and guardrail 
Terminals (603.01 – 603.09), 610 Traffic Barriers (610.01 – 610.03), 612. Traffic Control 
(612.01 – 612.21), 616.Traffic Signing (616.01 – 616.08), 617. Impact Attenuators (617.01 
– 617.03), 207. Trench Excavation and Backfill (207.01 – 207.07), and 215. Excavations 
and Restorations /Utility Lines/ (215.01 – 215.09) 

 
 

Training 
 

 
2. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL MAKE CERTAIN THAT THE PERSON (S) RESPONSIBLE   

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TRAFFIC CONTROL PLAN HAS SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETED TRAINING IN TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL AND HIS OR HER NAME 
AND QUALIFICATIONS SHALL BE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO WORK COMMENCING.  
ACCEPTED CERTIFYING ORGANIZATIONS ARE ATSSA, MDOT, VDOT OR 
EQUIVALENT.  
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OSHA Requirements 

 
 

3. ALL FIELD PERSONNEL SHALL WEAR SAFETY VEST, HARD HATS AND OTHER 
REQUIRED PERSONAL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT REQUIRED BY THE OCCUPATION 
SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (OSHA).  
 
 

 
Traffic Control Devices 

 
 

4. ALL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SHOULD COMPLY WITH NCHRP 350 CRASH 
TESTING STANDARDS OR THE AASHTO MANUAL FOR ASSESSING HARDWARE 
(MASH) CRITERIA, AND SHOULD HAVE MARKINGS OF COMPLIANCE ON THE 
STANDARDS. 
 

5. 36” REFLECTIVE CONES ARE REQUIRED FOR MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC (MOT). 
TRAFFIC CONES ARE USED FOR DAYTIME WORK ONLY.  36” - MINIMUM 
REFLECTIVE DRUMS SHALL BE USED FOR TAPERS ON FREEWAY SYSTEM OR 
WHEN INDICATED BY DDOT.  ALL TRAFFIC SAFETY DRUMS USED FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC SHALL BE OF A LOW DENSITY MATERIAL.  BALLAST 
SHALL NOT BE PLACED ON TOP OF DRUM.  

 
6. ADVANCE WARNING SIGNS FOR CONVENTIONAL ROAD SHALL BE 36” X 36” BLACK / 

ORANGE, HIGH PERFORMANCE, WIDE ANGLE, RETRO-REFLECTIVE SHEETING.  
ROLL-UP SIGNS ARE APPROVED.  HOWEVER, SIGN SHEETING SHALL BE 
FLUORESCENT ORANGE AND SOLID, NOT MESH.  USE SIGNS WITH THE 
DIMENSIONS:  48” X 48” ONLY FOR FREE WAY OR EXPRESSWAY.  ADVANCE 
WARNING SIGNS FOR LOCAL - RESIDENTIAL STREETS SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN 
30” X 30” (THE LARGER SIGNS MAY BE USED WHEREVER NECESSARY FOR 
GREATER LEGIBILITY OR EMPHASIS). 
 

7. SIGNS SHOULD BE PROPERLY MAINTAINED FOR CLEANLINESS, VISIBILITY, 
STABILITY, AND CORRECT POSITIONING.  SIGN POSITIONING AT THE WORK SITE 
MAY BE MINIMALLY ADJUSTED BY PUBLIC SPACE INSPECTORS BASED ON SITE 
CONDITIONS.  SIGNS THAT HAVE LOST SIGNIFICANT LEGIBILITY SHOULD BE 
PROMTLY REPLACED.  
 

8. WORK ZONE TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS AND SIGN SUPPORTS SHOULD NOT 
BECOME OBSTACLES FOR ALL ROADWAY USERS: PEDESTRIANS, BYCICLISTS, 
AND VEHICLES. 
 

9. SIGN SUPPORTS SHOULD BE LOCATED SO AS TO ACCOMMODATE PEDESTRIANS 
AND BICYCLISTS IN AREAS DESIGNATED FOR THEIR USE.  A MINIMUM LATERAL 
WIDTH OF 5 FEET SHOULD BE MAINTAINED FOR PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS. 
 

10. CONTRACTOR SHALL USE AND ADJUST SPRING-LOADED SIGN STANDS, DUAL 
SPRING WIND RESISTANT SIGN STANDS, CONSTRUCTION SIGN STANDS WITHOUT 
SPRINGS, OR PORTABLE WOODEN SIGN SUPPORTS SO THE MOTORISTS CAN SEE 
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AND READ THE SIGNS.   THE SIGN STANDS SHOULD COMPLY WITH NCHRP 350 
CRASH TESTING STANDARDS AND SHOULD HAVE MARKINGS OF COMPLIANCE ON 
THE STANDS.  NEITHER PORTABLE NOR PERMANENT SIGN SUPPORTS SHOULD 
BE LOCATED ON SIDEWALKS – PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROADS (PAR), BICYCLE 
FACILITIES, OR AREAS DESIGNATED FOR PEDESTRIAN OR BICYCLE TRAFFIC. 
  

11. PORTABLE WOODEN SIGN SUPPORTS CONSISTENT WITH THE DESIGN ON THEIR 
STANDARD SHEET DO NOT NEED TO BE CERTIFIED AS BEING CRASH TESTED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH NCHRP – 350. THE SUPPORTS ARE TYPICALLY SANDBAGGED. 
(REF.  National WORK ZONE SAFETY INFORMAITION CLEARINGHOUSE.  STATE: 
NEW YORK; NEW JERSEY.  AS THE CITY INVIRONMENT, NEW YORK USES ALL 
SORTS OF TEMPORARY SIGN SUPPORTS).  
 

12. USE WOOD MEMBERS WITH A MAXIMUM 16 (square inch) CROSS SECTION FOR 
BASE CONSTRUCTION AND 8 (square inch) CROSS SECTION FOR UPRIGHTS AND 
BRACES.  THE AXLE, FRAME, SUPPORT ASSEMBLY AND OTHER STRUCTURAL 
MEMBERS SHOULD NOT EXCEED THE DIMENSIONS OF THE PORTABLE SIGN 
SUPPORT ASSEMBLY.   A SINGLE SANDBAG WEIGHING 50 lb.  IS THE STANDARD 
BALLAST DEVICE FOR WOOD SIGN SUPPORT.  FOR FULL BALLAST USE A MINIMUM 
OF 2 SANDBAGS PER PORTABLE SIGN SOPPORT.  

 
13. ALL TEMPORARY SIGNS SHALL BE PLACED IN APPROPRIATE PLACES, BE 

ADEQUATE FOR EXISTING STREET CONDITIONS, INCLUDING SIGN DIMENSIONS, 
AND BE STABLE AND FIRMLY INSTALLED (THE SMALL SIZE OF WARNING SIGNS 
MAY BE USED WHEREVER NECESSARY FOR PROVIDING ADEQUATE AND SAFE 
ACCESS FOR PEDESTRIANS WITHIN PUBLIC SPACE). 

 
14. THE TEMPORARY SIGNS AND MARKINGS PLACED ADJACENT TO THE WORK ZONE 

SHALL BE CONSISTENT AND VISIBLE AT ALL TIMES.  THE FULL VIEW OF ADVANCE 
WORK ZONE WARNING SIGNS SHALL BE PROVIDED.  SIGNS SHALL BE CLEAR OF 
OBSTRUCTION ON APPROACH TO WORK ZONE. 

 
15. NO HOMEMADE CONSTRUCTION, REGULATORY, OR GUIDE SIGNS SHALL BE 

ALLOWED. 
 
16. DAMAGED, DIRTY, OR DEFACED DEVICES, INCLUDING SIGNS, CHANNELIZERS, 

AND TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPMENT ARE NOT APPROVED AND SHALL NOT BE 
USED. 
 

17. ALL TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES NOT IN USE SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE 
PUBLIC SPACE OR AS DIRECTED BY DDOT.  WHEN APPROVED BY DDOT ALL 
REGULATORY SIGNS MUST BE COVERED SECURELY TO AVOID MISINFORMATION. 
 

18. SIGN SPACING SHALL BE ADJASTED TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH EXISTING 
PERMANENT SIGNAGE AND PAVEMENT MARKINGS. 
 

19. IF ANY TEMPORARY PROHIBITING REGULATORY SIGNS ARE PROPOSED BY 
CONTRACTOR, SUCH AS “ NO RIGHT TURN”, “NO LEFT TURN”, WETHER THE 
SYMBOLIC OR TEXT MESSAGE, THE CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE  TO 
PROVIDE ADVANCE  COORDINATION WITH TRAFFIC OPERATION ADMINISTRATION 
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(TOA)  TO ENSURE  THAT  THE ADEQUATE TRAFFIC MOVEMENTS ARE PROVIDED  
IN THE VICINITY OF CONSTRUCTION SITE. 
 

20. THE CONTRACTOR IS REQUIRED TO COORDINATE PROPOSED WORK ZONE 
SIGNAGE TO ADJACENT CONSTRUCTION WORK ZONE PROJECT TO AVOID 
CONFUSING MESSAGES, AND SIGNAGE DUPLICATION. 
 

21. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE HIS MOT/TCP WITH OTHER 
CONTRACTORS, AND UTILITY COMPANIES WORKING IN THE SAME GENERAL 
LOCATION TO MAINTAIN CONTINUITY OF TRAFFIC FLOW AND MINIMIZE 
CONGESTION. 
 

22. THE UTILITYCOMPANIES SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PRODUCTIONS A TRAFFIC 
CONTROL PLAN FOR THE INSTALLATION OF UTILITIES AND COORDINATING ITS 
INSTALLATIONS WITH DDOT/ PUBLIC SPACE REGULATION ADMINISTRATION, AND  
THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR’S MOT/TCP.  
 

23. THE MINIMUM HEIGHT, MEASURED VERTICALLY FROM THE BOTTOM OF THE SIGN 
TO THE SIDEWALK, LOCATED IN BUSINESS, COMMERCIAL, OR RESIDENTIAL  
AREAS WHERE PARKING OR PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENTS ARE LIKELY TO OCCUR, 
OF SIGNS INSTALLED ABOVE SIDEWALKS SHALL BE 7 FEET. 
 

24. FOR SIGNS TO BE USED IN WORK ZONES, ALL OF THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS 
MUST BE MET TO THE SATISFACTION OF THE DDOT TRAFFIC ENGINEER. 

 

 
Flashing Arrow Panel 

 
 
25. PROPOSED LOCATIONS ARE TO BE VERIFIED FOR VISIBILITY AND SIGHT 

DISTANCE.  ARROW PANEL SHOULD BE DELINEATED WITH RETROREFLECTIVE 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES, OR WHEN WITHIN THE CLEAR ZONE 
SHIELDED WITH A BARRIER OR CRASH CUSHION.  WHEN AN ARROW PANEL IS 
NOT BEING USED, IT SHOULD BE REMOVED; IF NOT   REMOVED, IT SHOULD BE 
SHIELDED; OR IF THE PREVIOUS TWO OPTIONS ARE NOT FEASIBLE, IT SHOULD BE 
DELINEATED WITH RETROREFLECTIVE TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES. 
FLASHING ARROW PANELS MAY BE DEEMED NECESSARY ON OTHER ROADWAYS. 
 
 
 

Flagging 
 
 
26. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE FLAGGING OPERATIONS FOR CONDITIONS 

DEEMED NECESSARY BY SELF OR DDOT.  ALL FLAGGERS MUST BE CERTIFIED 
AND HAVE THEIR CERTIFICATION CARD IN THEIR POSSESSION WHEN FLAGGING.  
THEY SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH SAFETY VESTS, HARD HATS, HAND SIGNALING 
DEVICES, AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES FOR COMMUNICATION. 
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27. ALL FLAGGING OPERATIONS SHALL USE A “STOP”/”SLOW” PADDLE OF 24 INCHES 
IN DIAMETER MOUNTED ON A  6 FT. POLE WITH 6-INCH SERIES “C” LETTERS. 
 

28. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE TO CONDUCT  FLAGGING OPERATION 
TO CONTROL PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC IN SAFETY MANNER WHEN CONSTRUCTING 
VEHICLES ARE ENTERING – EXITING THE CONSTRUCTION SITE.   IF A SAFE 
ACCOMODATION  FOR  PEDESTRIANS  OR  BICYCLISTS  MUST  BE  CLOSED 
INTERMITTENTLY DURING OFF– PEAK HOURS  DUE TO CONFLICTS  WITH 
CONSTRUCTION  ACTIVITIES OR CONSTRUCTION VEHICLES THE MOT/TCP SHALL 
REQUIRED THAT: 

  

a)   Flaggers be posted at each end of the closed pedestrian or bicycle route for the 

entire duration of time the intermittent closure is in place; 

 

b)   The safe and reasonable flow of pedestrian and bicycle traffic be maintained in 

preference to construction activities and the flow of construction vehicles. 

 
Lane Closure 

                          
29. CONTRACTORS SHALL NOT CLOSE MORE THAN ONE LANE OF TRAFFIC IN ONE 

DIRECTION UNLESS OTHERWISE APPROVED. 
 
   

Street Closure 
 

When a street closure has been approved by DDOT as a part of Traffic Control Plan the 
contractor must obtain detour and meet regularly with effected ANC and businesses, and 
maintain regular contact with emergency services: MPD, FD, EMA, DPW, schools officials, and 
DDOT Progressive Transportation Services Administration (PTSA) to determine if there are 
impacts to their operation. 
 

If street closure is a reasonable option then it is usually necessary to maintain access to 
properties fronting the Work Zone, and contractor should take following actions: obtain 
DDOT approval to use local streets as detours; meet with residents community, 
businesses; contact emergency services (MPD, FD, EMA), school officials, and DDOT 
Progressive Transportation Services Administration to determine if there are impacts to their 
operations.  
 
30. TYPE III BARRICADES SHALL BE USED FOR ROAD CLOSURES.  ADEQUATE ROAD 

CLOSURE AND DETOUR SIGNAGE SHALL BE INSTALLED TO GIVE MOTORIST 
GUIDANCE.  DETOUR DIRECTION SIGNS MUST BE ACCOMPANED BY MESSAGE 
SIGNS THAT INDICATE DETOUR STREET NAME. DO NOT USE ABBREVIATIONS ON 
MESSAGE SIGNS.  

 
31. THE CONTRACTOR IS REQUIRED TO NOTIFY FIRE AND / OR POLICE DEPARTMENTS 

OF APPROVED ROAD AND ALLEY CLOSURES.  PERMITS WITH THEIR APPROVAL 
MUST BE ON SITE WITH ALL OTHER PERMITS. 
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Excavation 

        All excavation operations shall comply with District Department of Transportation  
      Standards Specifications for Highways and Structures [GOLD BOOK] 2013, Sections: 

207, 606, AND 612. 
 
 

The contractor shall furnish, place and maintain all supports and shoring required for the sides 
of the excavation, to prevent damage to the work site or adjacent property. The size of the 

excavation shall be limited to the amount of Work that can be properly placed and backfilled in 
a single day. All open excavations shall be properly barricaded to protect vehicles and 

pedestrians. 
 
  
32. All EXCAVATION OPERATIONS SHALL COMPLY WITH DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR HIGHWAYS AND  
STRUCTURES SECTIONS  207, 606, AND 612  
 

33. TRENCHES SHALL BE BACKFILLED OR STEEL- PLATED.  STEEL PLATES SHALL 
HAVE ASPHALTIC CONRETE BERM ON ALL EDGES (HOT MIX ASPHALT OR HIGH 
PERFORMANCE COLD MIX).  All DIRT, DUST AND DEBRIS SHALL BE REMOVED 
FROM STREET.  THE STREET SHALL BE IN DRIVABLE CONDITION AT ALL TIMES. 

 

34. STEEL PROTECTION PLATES SHALL BE USED BY CONTRACTOR TO PROTECT 

OPEN EXCAVATED AREAS.  ALL OPEN TRENCHES OR HOLES IN THE PUBLIC 

SPACE WHICH ARE NOT BACKFILLED AND COMPACTED BY THE END OF EACH 

WORK DAY SHALL BE PLATED.  

 

35. THE STEEL PLATE SHALL EXTEND NO LESS THAN 18 INCHES BEONDTHE EDGE OF 

THE TRENCH ON ALL SIDES.  STEEL PLATES SHALL BE ATTACHED TO THE 

ROADWAY BY A MINIMUM OF 6 SPIKES; 4 SPIKES PREDRILLED INTO THE 

CORNERS OF THE PLATES AND 1 SPIKE PREDRILLED INTO EACH SIDE PARALLEL 

TO THE TRENCH.  SPIKES SHALL BE DRILLED A MINIMUM OF 3 INCHES INTO THE 

HARD PAVEMENT. 

 

36. A NON-SKID SURFACE TREATMENT SHALL BE APPLIED TO TH E ENTIRE SURFACE 

AREA OF THE STEEL PLATE IN CASES WHERE THE PLATE IS WITHIN DESIGNATED 

BICYCLE PATH OR A PLATE IS PLACED AT  AN INTERSECTION OR WITHIN 75 FEET 

OF  A TRAFFIC SIGNAL OR STOP SIGH/ STOP LINE. 

 
37. CONTRACTORS SHALL INSTALL “STEEL PLATE AHEAD” SIGNS WHENEVER PLATES 

HAVE BEEN INSTALLED. 
 

38. ALL LEADING ENDS OF THE TEMPORARY CONCRETE BARRIERS EXPOSED TO ON-
COMING TRAFFIC SHALL BE PROTECTED WITH PORTABLE IMPACT QUADGUARD 
TRAFFIC ATTENUATOR.  ALL ATTENUATORS SHALL HAVE OBJECT MARKERS. 
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Temporary Pavement Marking 
 

 
39. TEMPORARY REFLECTIVE PAVEMENT TAPE OF THE APPROVED TYPE SHALL BE 

USED TO DESIGNATE TRAFFIC LANES.  THE COLORS OF TEMPORARY PAVEMENT 
MARKINGS SHALL FOLLOW THE SAME STANDARD AS PERMANENT MARKINGS.  
ALL MARKERS SHALL BE WHITE, EXCEPT FOR THE LEFT EDGE OF THE EFFECTIVE 
ROADWAY, WHICH SHALL BE YELLOW. 
 
 

Time of Work 
 
 

Per DDOT Standard Specification for Highways and Structures [Gold Book] 2013  - ON  
ARTERIAL STREETS no public travel lane may be obstructed  during  the  hours  of  5:30 AM 
– 9:30 AM  and  3:30 PM – 7:00 PM, Monday thru Friday except holidays. Saturday work must 
be approved in advance.  (Reference section 104.02 Maintenance of Traffic). 

 
 

40. DAYTIME WORK HOURS ARE BETWEEN 9:30AM-3: 30PM OR AS APPROVED.  (Don’t 
perform work during peak traffic volumes <<when possible>>) 

 
41. NIGHTTIME WORK HOURS ARE BETWEEN 7:30PM- 4: 30AM OR AS APPROVED. 

(Don’t perform work during peak traffic volumes <<when possible>>) 
 
42. ANY CONSTRUCTION IN RESIDENTIAL AND OR HOTEL ZONES REQUIRES A 

DAYTIME WORK HOURS PERMIT UNLESS OTHERWISE APPROVED BY DDOT. 
 

 
Parking 

 
 

43. PARKING IS TO BE PROHIBITED IN THE WORK AREA. PARKING IS TO BE   
RESTRICTED - 72 HOURS IN ADVANCE UNLESS THERE IS AN EMERGENCY. 
 

44. ANY WORK THAT REQUIRES TEMPORARY NO-PARKING RESTRICTIONS FOR A 
CONTRACTOR TO PERFORM THEIR WORK SHALL REIMBURSE THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA ALL LOST REVENUE FOR ALL SPACES OCCUPIED IF THE NO PARKING 
ZONE AFFECTS PARKING METERS DURING THE LIFE OF THE WORK (DDOT/TOA 
TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (202-671-2020) 

 
45. IT SHALL BE THE CONTRACTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY TO RECORD METER  
       NUMBERS AFFECTED BY THEIR WORK AND REPORT THOSE METERS  
       OCCUPIED TO PARKING SERVICES.  
 

 
Handicapped Accommodations 

 
46. ALL CONTRACTORS SHALL MAINTAIN PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALKS AND 
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 WALKWAYS WHETHER PAVED OR UNPAVED UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED 
 ON THE PLANS AND APPROVED BY DDOT.  TEMPORARY WHEELCHAIR RAMPS 
 SHALL ALSO BE INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED BY THE CONTRACTOR OR AS  

       DEEMED NECESSARY BY DDOT.  COMPLIANCE TO THE AMERICAN  
 DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) IS REQUIRED.  CONTRACTORS INVOLVED IN WORK ON  
 SIDEWALKS AND RAMPS, BE IT NEW CONSTRUCTION OR RENOVATION, NEED 
 TO HAVE THE APPROPRATE SIGNAGE PRESENT OFFERING SAFE AND  
 COMPLIANT ALTERNATIVE ROUTES FOR THE DISABLED AND PEDESTRIAN 
 TRAFFIC.   
 

47.  MOT/TCP MUST BE ADA COMPLIANT.  CONTRACTORS  SHALL  INSTALL  
       TEMPORARY ADA CURB RAMP FOR  WORK ZONE PROJECTS WITHIN R.O.W  TO  
       PROVIDE  ACCESS FOR WHEELCHAIR  USERS, STROLLERS.,  ETC.  PEDESTRIAN  
       ACCESS ROUTE (PAR)  IS THE CONTINUOUS  AND UNOBSTRUCTED  WALKWAY  
       WITHIN THE R.O.W. (PUBLIC SPACE) 
 
48.  PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE (PAR) MUST BE FREE OF OBSTRUCTIONS AND 
       SURFACE HAZARDS, SUCH AS CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT, CONSTRUCTION 
       MATERIALS, DEBRIS, MUD, HOLES, PUDDELS, AND LOOSE GRAVELL AT ALL TIMES. 

 
49.  IF THE TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL ZONE (TTC)  AFFECTS THE MOVEMENT OF 
       PEDESTRIANS, ADEQUATE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AND WALKWAYS SHALL BE  
       PROVIDED.  IF THE TTC ZONE  AFFECTS AN ACCESSIBLE AND DETECTABLE  
       PEDESTRIAN FACILITY, THE ACCESIBILITY, AND DETECTABILITY SHALL BE 
       MAINTAINED  ALONG THE ALTERNATE PEDESTRIAN ROUTE.  
 

 
Material and Equipment 

 
Material and equipment, authorized for storage in the public space, shall be secured and 

delineated to eliminate danger to pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists during work and not- 
work hours. 

 
 
50. A CONTRACTOR WITH VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT IN PUBLIC SPACE REQUIRES 

A PERMIT.  ANY CONTRACTOR WHO WISH TO LEAVE EQUIPMENT OVERNIGHT 
IN PUBLIC SPACE ARE SUBJECT TO REEMBURSING THE CITY FOR THE SPACE 
BEING OCCUPIED, AND MUST HAVE A PERMIT ALLOWING OVERNIGHT 
STORAGE ON CITY STREETS OR IN CITY SPACE.  ALL ITEMS PERMITTED TO BE 
STORED OVERNIGHT ON CITY STREETS OR IN CITY SPACE MUST BE SECURED 
AND MUST GIVE CONSIDERATION TO PUBLIC SAFETY.  IN THE EVENT OF AN   
EMERGENCY, THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REMOVE ALL ITEMS THAT  
ARE PERMITTED BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY.  EMERGENCY CONTACT  
INFORMATION SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO DDOT WITH 24-HOUR ACCESS IN THE 
EVENT SUCH AN EMERGENCY OCCURS.   

 
 51. ALL CONSTRUCTION VEHICLES OPERATING IN AND AROUND THE WORK ZONE  
       SHALL OPERATE STROBE OR REVOLVING LIGHTS AT ALL TIMES.  THESE  
       LIGHTS SHOULD BE MOUNTED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT THEY ARE VISIBLE 360  
       DEGREES.  
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 52. CONTRACTOR SHALL MAINTAIN ACCESS TO ALL DRIVEWAYS, GARAGES, 
       ALLEYS AND LOADING DOCKS AT ALL TIMES, AS WELL AS ACCESS TO ALL  
       BUSINESSES. 
 
53. CONTRACTOR SHALL NOT BLOCK FIRE HYDRANT, BUS STOP, RESIDENTIAL RPP 
       PARKING SPACES, PARKING METERS (WITHOUT PAYMANT), AND UTILITY  
       STRUCTURES. 
 
 
 

Changeable Message Signs 
 

 
54.  PORTABLE CHANGEABLE MESSAGE SIGNS (PCMS) MAY BE REQUIRED TO GIVE  

 THE MOTORING PUBLIC ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF ROAD CONDITIONS,  
 ROADWORK, AND/OR EVENTS.   ARROW BOARDS MAY ALSO BE REQUIRED IN  
 WORK ZONES TO AID IN LANE CLOSURES AND, WHERE WORK REQUIRES,  
 TRUCK MOUNTED ATTENUATOR (TMA) CAN BE REQUIRED AS WORK DICTATES.   
 
 

Safe Accommodation for Pedestrians and Bicyclists 
 
A public R.O.W. occupancy permit that authorized blockage of a sidewalk, bicycle lane, or 
other public bicycle path shall require the permittee to provide a safe accommodation for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. The blockage of a sidewalk, bicycle lane, or other bicycle path 
shall be treated in the same manner as the closure of a lane of motor vehicle traffic by 
applying similar temporary traffic control practices as would be applied to the closure of a 
lane of motor vehicle traffic for each permit issued.  The design and placement of temporary 
TCP’s signs, devices and roadway pavement markings shall be in compliance with the most 
recent edition of MUTCD. The term “safe accommodation” means a safe and convenient 
route for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists (FOR ALL ROAD USERS) that ensures an 
accommodation through or around a work zone that is equal to the accommodation that was 
provided to pedestrians and bicyclists before the blockage of the sidewalk, bicycle lane, 
protected bicycle lane, or other public bicycle path such as cycle track, contraflow bike lane 
and shared travel lane.  
 
 

55.  CONTRACTOR SHALL CONSIDER PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS SAFETY  
       ACCOMODATION  VERY  SERIOUSLY INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING: 
 

a)  Routing priority; provided that closing a sidewalk and routing pedestrians to the 
sidewalk on the opposite side of the street shall  only  be approved as a last resort for 
the duration of time needed to assure pedestrian safety in the absence of other 
practicable routing options; Here contractor’s decision must be based also on 
multifunctional analysis of different variables such as: functional classification of road 
under construction, functional classification of side streets, and adjacent streets to the 
construction, street geometry and R.O.W , traffic and parking operations, bike lane 
presents, bus routes, duration of construction,  work zone actual location and 
coordination with other ongoing construction projects within vicinity of actual WZ , the 
length of block, far-side and near-side signalized intersections presents, etc.  
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Table 1. 

 The Matrix for Safe Accommodations of Pedestrians 

 
MOT/TCP 

 For 
Sidewalk Closure 

FUNCTIONAL  CLASSIFICATION OF STREETS IN THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA &  DURATION OF SIDEWALK CLOSURE 

  
Local Street Collector 

Minor 
Arterial 

Principal 

 

Detour Pedestrians to the 
other side of street.  

Incorporate sidewalks, 
and crosswalks.  Show 
detour for pedestrian 

traffic and provide  
appropriate pedestrians 

signage such as “Sidewalk 
Closed, Arrow, Use Other 
Side”, “Sidewalk Closed”, 
“Sidewalk Closed, Cross 

Here” etc. 

 
≤ 7 Days 

 

 
≤ 5 Days 

 

 
≤ 1 Day 

 

 
≤ 6 hours  

 
Full Closure of 

the Sidewalk for 
no longer a  

week (7 days),  
including after 
hours and on 

Sundays 

 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk 

for no  longer  5 
days,  including 
after hours and 

on Sundays 
 
 
 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk 

for no  longer 1 
day, including 

after hours and 
on Sundays 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk 

between 
9:30AM -
3:30PM  

Monday - Friday 

Provide a pedestrian 
walkway on the same  

side of the Street.  Next to 
work side.   Contractor 

must reconfigure roadway 
to include removing 

parking on opposite side 
of work to accommodate 

pedestrians.  The 
pedestrian access road 
must be surrounded by 

water filled plastic 
barriers (Jersey Barrier) 

 
> 7 Days 

 

 
> 5 Days 

 

 
>1 Day 

 

 
> 6 hours  

 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk for 
longer  a  week 
(7 days)  where 
no walkway is 

provided, 
including after 
hours and on 

Sundays 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk 
for longer  5 

days  where no 
walkway is 
provided, 

including after 
hours and on 

Sundays 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk 
for  longer  1 

day  where no 
walkway is 
provided, 

including after 
hours and on 

Sundays 

Full Closure of 
the Sidewalk 

between 
9:30AM -
3:30PM  

Monday - Friday 

All Others 

The “Last Resort” analysis must be based on multifunctional analysis of 
different variables which will help determinate a safe and efficient 

MOT/TCP. The “Last  Resort” analysis must be  provided individually for 
each MOT/TCP project 
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b) Contractor must consider sidewalk closure as a reasonable option only for some specific 
phases of construction including the following: 
 

            1.   Demolition / Raze of Building / Structure Phase of Construction; 

 

            2.   Facade Demolition;  

 

            3.   Reconstruction or rehabilitation of sidewalk; 

 

            4.   Mobile Crane Operation within R.O.W.; 

 

            5.   Utility Work, or other active work within sidewalk zone including 

                  emergency, and excavation.  

 

c) According to safe accommodation for pedestrians and bicyclists (24 DCMR § 3315)   
the MOT/TCP designer-developer is required to prioritize the safe accommodation for 
bicyclists including the following: 

 
1. Closing a parking lane and keeping the adjacent bicycle lane open; 

 
2. Shifting the bicycle lane to a location on the same roadway to bypass the 

work zone, and if necessary, shifting and narrowing the adjacent motor 
vehicle traffic lanes; provided the adjacent motor vehicle travel lanes shall be 
maintained at no less than ten feet (10ft.) wide; 
 

3. Closing the adjacent motor vehicle travel lane to provide space for bicycle 
lane; provided that  a minimum of one (1) motor vehicle travel lane shall 
remain in the same direction of travel; 
 

4. Merging the bicycle lane and the adjacent travel lane  into a shared travel 
lane  adjacent to the work zone, installing sharrow lane pavement markings in 
the  shared travel lane and installing work zone signage directing bicyclists to 
merge into the shared travel lane; provided the shared travel lane shall be 
maintained at no less than 13(ft.) wide; and 
 

5. As a last resort, detouring bicyclists onto an adjacent roadway, in which case  
the detour route shall replicate, as closely as practicable, the level of safety 
found on the bicycle route being blocked. 
 

6. Signage shall adequately warn bicyclists and motorists alike of any lane shift 
or shared lane conditions. Signage intended only for bicyclists shall display 
the word “BICYCLES”, or the bicycle symbol and clearly mark the alternate 
temporary route. 

 

d)  Bicycle lanes, parking lanes, and travel lanes must be free of obstructions and surface 
     hazards, such as construction equipment, construction materials, debris, holes, mud 
     loose gravel, milled surfaces and uneven pavement at all times. 
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Pedestrian Control and Protection Walkways  
 
 

The safe accommodation for pedestrians shall meet or exceed the current DDOT Standards. 
In Accordance with the MUTCD- 2009 Edition,  MOT/TCP’s shall replicate the existing 
pedestrian pathway as normal as practical and that the pedestrian walkway shall not be 
severed or moved from non-construction activities such as parking for vehicles or the 
storage of materials or equipment. The MOT/TCP shall provide a pedestrian pathway 
consistent with the phase of construction work as outlined in the District Guideline and 
Standards for Maintenance of Traffic:  Work Zone manual, 2006 Edition and Pedestrian 
Safety and Work Zone Standards / Covered and Open Walkways document. 
 
 

56.   All TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL PLAN  SHALL  BE DESIGNED IN ACCORDANCE  
        WITH THE MOST RECENT ADA REGULATIONS AND THE REQUIREMENTS OF  
        ACTUAL WORK ZONE STANDARDS. 
 
57.   THE CONTROL OF ROAD USERS – MOTORISTS, BICYCLISTS PEDESTRIANS,  
        INCLUDING PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICAN 
        WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA),  AND WORKERS THROUGH A TEMPORARY  
        TRAFFIC CONTROL ZONE SHALL BE ESSENTIAL PART OF HIGHWAY 
        CONSTRUCTION, UTILITY WORK, MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS, AND THE 
        MANAGEMENT OF TRAFFIC INCIDENTS.  
 
58.  CONTRACTORS SHALL INSTALL COVERED WALKWAYS AT LOCATIONS THAT 

  DDOT DEEMS NECESSARY.  CONTRACTOR MAY ALSO BE REQUIRED TO  
  DEVELOP PROTECTED PEDESTRIAN PATHS AROUND THE WORK AREA THAT 
  MAY PLACE PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC IN THE ROADWAY TEMPORARILY.  IN THIS  
  SITUATION CONCRETE BARRIERS OR WATER FILLED BARRIERS WITH STEEL  
  RIBBING WILL BE REQUIRED FOR DDOT APPROVAL. 
 

 
Work Zone Speed Limits  

 
 

Temporary work zone speed limits more than 10MPH below the posted speed should be 
avoided unless absolutely necessary for the safety of the traveling public of work force. 

 
 

59.  WHEN REQUIRED BY DDOT, THE CONTRACTOR MAY BE REQUIRED TO LOWER  
 THE POSTED SPEED LIMIT IN THE WORK ZONE DURING THE LIFE OF THE  
  PROJECT.  ALL CHANGES TO REGULATORY SIGNS WILL BE INDICATED TO THE  
  PUBLIC WITH THE ADDITION OF TWO ORANGE WORKZONE FLAGS, AND WHEN 
  REQUIRED BY DDOT, A TYPE B LIGHT MAY BE NECESSARY.   

 
60.  “END CONSTRUCTION” AND “ROAD WORK AHEAD” SIGNS WILL BE REQUIRED AT 
        THE ENDS OF THE WORK ZONE; THIS INCLUDES ANY STREETS AFFECTED THAT  
        WILL LEAD INTO OR OUT OF THE WORK AREA. 
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Law Enforcement 
 

61.  CONTRACTOR SHALL HAVE, AT ALL TIMES, COPIES OF THEIR TCP’s & PERMIT 
 ON SITE AND AVAILABLE FOR THE INSPECTOR’S REVIEW.  UNLESS OTHERWISE  
 AUTHORIZED BY DDOT, ANY PROJECT / CONTACTOR FAILING TO HAVE  
 APPROVED PERMITS AND TCP(s) ON SITE, OR ANY CONTRACTOR FAILING TO 
 FOLLOW THE APPROVED PLAN AND TCP, WILL BE SUBJECT TO FINES AND 
 POSSIBLE IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OF WORK.  

 
62.  CONTRACTORS FAILING TO USE APPROVED DEVICES REQUIRED OR  

  REQUESTED BY DDOT WILL BE SUBJECT TO POSSIBLE FINES OR IMMEDIATE 
  SUSPENSION OF WORK. 
 

63.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING A QUEUING AREA       
 THAT WILL SATISFY DDOT/ PSRA SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS. 
  CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE QUEUING IS NOT ALLOWED IN ANY PUBLIC STREET 
  AND ALLEY.  

 
64.  CONTRACTOR MAY BE REQUIRED TO HIRE POLICE FOR PARKING AND WORK  

 ZONE ENFORCEMENT. 
 

65.  ANY KIND OF STRUCTURAL DAMAGE, PROPERTY DAMAGE, WHICH OCCURS 
 DUE TO THE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY ON PUBLIC SPACE AND/OR PRIVATE  
 PROPERTY IT WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CONTRACTOR – PERMIT 
 HOLDER WHICH CAUSED THE DAMAGE. 
 

66.  ANY PERSON WHO POSTS AN UNAUTHORIZED SIGN OR REMOVES AN 
       AUTHORIZED SIGN IS SUBJECT TO A FINE OF $100.00 OR MORE PER DAY FOR 
       EACH DAY THAT ANY UNAUTHORIZED SIGN THAT REMAINS INSTALLED OR  
       REMOVED DURING ITS AUTHORIZED POSTING PLUS DDOT’S COSTS FOR 
       REMOVING THE UNLAWFUL SIGN REISSUING AN AUTHORIZED SIGN.  
 
67. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE, ERECT, MAINTAIN AND REMOVE ALL 
      BARRICADES, WARNING SIGNS, DELINEATORS, AND FLAGGERS IN ACCORDANCE  
      WITH THE MUTCD - 2009, DDOT STANDARD SPECIFICATION FOR HIGHWAYS AND 
      STRUCTURES , SECTION  612 - TRAFFIC CONTROL, AND CURRENT MOT/TCP  
      INSPECTION CRITERIA DOCUMENT.  FAILURE BY THE CONTRACTOR TO OPEN 
      TRAFFIC LANES WHEN REQUIRED AND TO MAINTAIN DESIGNATED LANES OPEN 
      TO TRAFFIC SHALL BE SUBJECT TO $1,000.00 FINE PER HOUR/PER OCCURRENCE.  
 

 
Night Time Work 

 
Roadway occupancy should be scheduled during off-peak hours and, if necessary night 

work should be considered 
 

68.  DURING NIGHTTIME HOURS, THE WORK SITE SHALL BE MADE SAFE FOR TRAFFIC.  
       WARNING SHALL BE PROVIDED, BY INSTALLING ELECTRONICALLY ILLUMINATED 
       TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES SUCH AS FLASHING ARROW PANELS AND WARNING 
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       LIGHTS. THESE DEVICES SHOULD BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER  
       TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES, AND THEIR FLASHING SEQUENCE AND LIGHT  
       INTENSITY SHALL MEET THE REQUIREMENTS CITED IN THE MUTCD. ALL TRAFFIC 
       CONTROL DEVICES MUST BE REFLECTORIZED DURING NIGHTTIME HOURS. 

 
69.  FREQUENT NIGHTTIME INSPECTIONS ARE TO BE MAKE TO ENSURE THAT THE   
       TRAFFIC  DEVICES HAVE THE PROPER REFLECTIVITY OR LIGHTING SO THEY ARE  
       VISIBLE AND MEANINGFUL TO THE TRAVELING PUBLIC. 

 
70.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL OBTAIN A DSRA NOISE PERMIT FOR RESIDENTIAL, 
        WEEKEND AND NIGHT-TIME WORK 
 

 
                                                     Work Coordination 
 
 

71. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE HIS MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC WORK  
       WITH OTHER CONTRACTORS AND UTILITY COMPANIES WORKING IN THE SAME 
       GENERAL LOCATION TO MINIMIZE WORK ZONE LOCATION CONFLICTS, TO  
       MAINTAIN CONTINUITY OF TRAFFIC FLOW AND MINIMIZE CONGESTION. 
 
72. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL GIVE - 72 HOURS PRIOR NOTICE TO THE DDOT WHEN  
       MAKING A CHANGE IN TRAFFIC FLOW PATTERNS. 
 
73. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE HIS MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC WORK  
       WITH DDOT/ TOA  / SIGNAL DIVISION FOR SIGNAL TIMING MODIFICATIONS BEFORE 
       BEGINNING WORK AT ANY SIGNALIZED INTERSECTION. 
 
74. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL COORDINATE HIS MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC WORK  
       WITH DDOT/ TOA / SIGNAL DIVISION, AND SAFETY TEAM FOR THE PLACEMENT OF  
      TEMPORARY STOP SIGNS BEFORE BEGINNING WORK AT ANY SIGNALIZED 
       INTERSECTION. 
 
75.  CONTRACTOR SHALL NOTIFY APPROPRIATE ANC CHAIRPERSON AND 

 RESIDENTS AND/OR MERCHANTS IN WRITING; OF PLANNED WORK/TCP THREE  
 WEEKS PRIOR TO STARTING DATE.   THE CONTRACTOR WILL BE REQUIRED TO 
 FURNISH DDOT WITH ALL LETTERS AND RESPONSES IN WRITING CONCERNING  
 THEIR PROJECT. THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO CRANES THAT ARE USED FOR 
 DURATION OF 1-2 DAYS.  
 
 

Tree Protection  
 

 
76. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL  PROVIDE PROTECTION  FOR EXISTING TREES WITHIN 
      THE PROJECT LIMITS  DURING  CONSTRUCTION.   WORK SHALL INCLUDE     
      PROTECTION BY FENCING OF ALL TREES.  TREE PROTECTION FENCING SHALL 
      CONSICT OF  6 FOOT TALL CHAIN LINK  FENCE MATERIAL.  FENCING SHALL 
      PROTECT AN AREA NO SMALER THAN  9 Ft. X 4 Ft. (Gold Book, Ref.  Section 
      608.07) 
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77.  ALL TREE AND ROOT PROTECTION MEASURES AND EXCAVATION OPERATIONS 
       SHALL COMPLY WITH  THE 2013 DDOT STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
       HIGHWAYS AND STRUCTURES (GOLD BOOK - Ref. SECTION 207.03, 608.07 and 
       608.08)  
 
 

 

Our goal is a safe work zone. Thank you for your cooperation! 

 
DDOT / PSRD/ PLAN REVIEW BRANCH 

 

Levon  Petrosian  

 

Serving with Integrity and Excellence 

d. 


